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9	Ways	School	Was	Different	In	The	1800’s	And	1900’s	
1. In the 1800’s, one-room schoolhouses were common. One 

teacher taught 
grades 1st-8th 
together.  The 
youngest 
students, called 
Abecedarians, 
because they 
would learn 
their ABC’s sat 
in the front, 
while the older 
students sat in 
the back.  The room was heated by a single wood stove. 

2. There was no transportation to get to school.  Most schools were 
built to serve students living within 4 or 5 miles, which was 
considered close enough for them to walk. 

3. At some schools, boys and girls entered through separate doors.  
They were also kept separate for lessons. 

4. The school year was much shorter.  Students attended school for 
132 days (the standard year now is 180 days) depending on 
when they were needed to help families harvest crops.  
Attendance was just 59 percent.  School days typically started at 
9:00am and ended at 2pm or 4pm. There was one hour for 
recess and lunch, which was called “nooning.” 

5. Lessons were taught differently than today. Students would 
memorize their lessons and the teacher would bring them to the 
front of the class to recite what they had learned, so the teacher 
could correct them on things like pronunciation on the spot, 
while the other students continued to work behind them. 

6. Teachers sometimes lived with their students’ families.  This 
practice was called “boarding round” and it often involved the 
teacher moving from one student’s house to the next as often as 
every week. 

7. Discipline was strict. It could result in detention, suspension but 
also lashing.  Teachers could use a ruler or pointer to lash a 
student’s knuckles or palms.  Other punishments included 
holding a heavy book for more than an hour and writing “I will 
not…” do a certain activity on the blackboard 100 times. 

8. Lunch was not provided by the school.  Kids brought their 
lunches to school in metal pails.  Every student drank water 
from a bucket using the same tin cup. 

9. For many, education ended after 8th grade. In order to graduate, 
students had to pass a final exam. 
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Teacher	Feature,	Starring…Mrs.	Shipley!	
 

Q: Where were you born and raised?  
A: I was born in California.  I moved to 
Washington when I was seven. I grew up in 
Westport, Washington. 
 
Q: Where did you attend college?  
A: I attended the University of Washington for my 
undergraduate degree and Western Washington 
University for my master’s degree. 
 
Q: Who are your family members?  
A: I am married (husband-Daniel) and have two 
children (son-Christian age 5, and daughter- 
Ashley age 4). 
 
Q: What are your personal interests?  
A: Traveling, reading, playing with our kids and 
watching movies. 
 
Q: What courses will you be teaching this year? 
A: Social Studies (7th and 8th grade) and Yearbook (high school). 
 
Q: As a middle school student, what were you favorite: 
Books: The Giver, Outsiders, The Diary of Anne Frank 
Movies: Footloose, Breakfast Club, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off 
TV shows: “Seinfeld”, “Saved By The Bell”, “My So Called Life” 
After school activities:  Playing basketball 

	

							Labor	Day	
            By Junaper Swanson 

In the United States, Labor Day is celebrated annually on 
the first Monday of September, celebrating the economic and 
social achievements of employees in the country. The holiday 
was made an official national holiday by President Grover 
Cleveland and the U.S. Congress in 1894. The first parade 
celebrating Labor Day was held in New York in Union Square in 
1882, with about 10,000 New York workers. This year Labor 
Day will fall on September 4, 2017, and people across the 
United States will take the day off and appreciate our 
employees who work hard every day.  
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7th	Grade:	Get	to	Know	
Jacob	Pommels	
By Cole Medeiros 

 
Q: Who are your sibling? A: My 5 
year old sister Sarah, 3 year old sister 
Rachel, and 15 year old brother 
Michael. 
 
Q: What is your favorite part about 
the 6th grade? A: I enjoy being able to 
take electives. 
 
Q: If you could go anywhere, where 
would you go and why? A: I want to 
go to Jamaica to see family. 
 
Q: What are some of your hobbies? 
A: Playing on my Xbox 1, eating, and 
sleeping. 
 
Q: What is your favorite type of 
food? 
A: I really like eating fettuccine alfredo. 
 
Q Do you have any plans for this 
summer? 
A: I am going to Great Wolf Lodge. 
 

	
Top	5	Grossing	Movies	of	2017	

	
 
Beauty and the Beast   $504 million 
Wonder Woman   $404 million 
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 $389 million 
Spider-Man: Homecoming  $315 million 
Despicable Me 3   $252 million 

    Jokes	
By Elijah Porter 

 
Q: How do you shoot a killer bee?  
A: With a bee-bee gun. 
 
Q: Who earns a living driving their customers 
away?  
A: A taxi driver. 
 
Q: What did the little mountain say to the big 
mountain?  
A: Hi Cliff!  
 
Q: What did Winnie The Pooh say to his agent?  
A: Show me the honey!  
 
Q: What goes through towns, up & over hills, but 
doesn't move?  
A: The road!  
 
Q: Why did the banana go to the Doctor?  
A: Because it was not peeling well. 
 
Q: Why did the computer go to the doctor?  
A: Because it had a virus!  
 

The	Braves’	Bulletin	Wants	You!	
 

 The Braves’ Bulletin is 
looking for middle 
school students to 
write and submit 
articles for our next 
issue.  If you are 
interested, see Mr. 
Novak. 
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BRAIN 
TEASERS 

1. Five people were eating apples.  A finished before B, but 
behind C.  D finished before E, but behind B.  What was the 
finishing order? 

2. What is black when you buy it, red when you use it and gray 
when you throw it away? 

3. What starts with a ‘P’ ends with an ‘E’ and has thousands of 
letters? 

4. What gets wetter as it dries? 
5. What word looks the same upside down and backwards? 
6. What body part is pronounced as one letter but written with 

three, only two different letters are used? 

1.C, A, B, D, E 
2.charcoal 
3.post office 
4.towel 
5.swims 
6.eye 
 

silly 
 
The letter E is not used. It is 
the most commonly used 
letter in the alphabet. 
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Famous	Events	That	Happened	in	September	
        By Aliya Neal and Juliana Guerrero-Gobert 

 
• September 5, 1882: Labor Day was first recognized. 

 
• September 6, 1620:  The Mayflower departed from 

England. 
 

• September 9, 1901:  President William McKinley was 
pronounced dead. 

 
• September 11, 2001:  The two twin towers fell 

from a terrorist attack. 
 

• September 25, 1690:  The first American 
newspaper was published. A single edition of Publick 
Occurrences Both Foreign and Domestick appeared in 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

 
8th	Grade:	Get	to	Know	

Natalya	Tarsi	
By  Aliya Neal 

 
 
  I interviewed 7th grader Natalya 
Tarsi, and I got some very 
interesting answers, along with 
getting to know her better.  
 
Q: What is your favorite food? 
A: Noodles. 
 
Q: What do you like to do in your 
free time? 
A:  I like to swim, draw, watch 
anime, write songs and stories.  I 
love to listen to music while I read. 
 
Q: If you were stuck on a desert 
island, what three things would 
you bring with you? 
A: My friend Lukas, my phone, and a 
genie. 
 
Q: What do you think is the 
meaning of life? 
A: 42. 
 
Q: What species of animal will 
take over the world? 
A: Tigers. 
 
Q: What are your favorite colors? 
A: Purple, neon green and baby 
blue. 
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6th	Grade:	Get	To	Know		
Brogan	Masonholder	

By Cole Medeiros 
 

Q: What do you look forward to 
most in 6th grade? 
A: I look forward to the electives. 
 
Q: What do you do in your free 
time? 
A: I play with my dog. 
 
Q: What do you want to be your 
future job? 
A: A cook.  
 
Q: If you could do anything 
what would it be? 
A: I would save all the stray dogs. 
 
Q: What is your favorite color? 
A: Orange. 
 
Q: What sports do you play? 
A: Golf, soccer, baseball and  
basketball 
 
Q: Do you have plans for the 
summer? A: Inner tubing. 

 

Game	Review:	
The	Legend	of	Zelda:	Breath	of	the	Wild	

By Marcus Mussivand 
 

 
    The Legend of Zelda: Breath of 
the Wild is an open world 
adventure game.  The huge map in 
Breath of the Wild can be explored 
in many different ways.  You can 
ride horses, paraglide and shield 
surf.  You can also walk on foot 
and climb surfaces making 
exploring even more fun.  You can 
get towers to fill up your map which helps for finding thing and 
completing the game.  Shrines and koroks are both puzzles 

that give you things.  Shrines are large puzzles or boss fights that 
give you spirit orbs for completion.  Four spirit orbs can give you 
another heart container or stamina vessel.  Koroks give you 
seeds to expand your inventory.  Most of the game is optional, 
meaning you can do whatever you want in the game.  The 
bosses in the game are easy and fighting ganon, the final boss, 
is very easy for a final boss.  But defeating ganon is only a small 
amount of completion.  I liked the music and sound effects, and 
the story was good too.  The graphics and gameplay are really 
fun and doesn’t get boring.  Overall, I give The legend of Zelda: 
Breath of the Wild a 10/10. It is one of my favorite games that I 
have ever played.          

SPOT THE ANACHRONISM 
An anachronism is something that does not belong in the time 

period in which it is being shown.  Circle the items in this Civil 
War picture that do not belong.  (Hint: You should find 8.)  

Answers are on page 9. 
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• Mr. Potato Head was the first toy to be advertised on TV. 

• The stage before frostbite is called ”frostnip”. 

• People can suffer from a psychological disorder called Boanthropy that makes  

them believe they are a cow.  They try to live their life as a cow. 

• The human nose can remember 50,000 scents. 

• Even though Fruit Loops are different colors, they all have exactly the same 

flavor. 
 

Get	To	Know	Mr.	Torgeson	
 
Mr. Todd Torgeson is our new La Conner Middle School-High 
School Principal.  Although he is new to us this year, he previously 
taught math, health, fitness, coached football and was the athletic 
director for the La Conner School District from 1997-2002. We are 
excited to have him back in La Conner. 
 
Q: Where were you born and raised, and where did you attend 
college?  A: I was born in Sedro Woolley and raised in Concrete. I 
attended the University of Puget Sound (Go Loggers!) and Eastern 
Washington University (Go Eags!). 
 
Q: Who are your family members?  A: I am married to my wife 
Paula.  We have three children: our son Terrel, and our daughters 
Taylor and Emma. 
 
Q: Where have you previously taught, coached and 
administrated?  A: Concrete - Teacher and Coach, La Conner - Teacher, Coach, Athletic Director and 
Sedro-Woolley - Assistant Principal and Athletic Director.  
 
Q: What are your personal interests?   A: I am very active in farming/agriculture. I also enjoy skiing, 
golfing, playing guitar, hunting, fishing, anything active and outdoors. I love watching college football and 
the Seahawks. 
 
Favorites: Color: blue – especially royal blue (Go Braves!)/  Ice cream: vanilla ice cream with peanut butter 
/ Food: steak and crab 

Weird	Facts	
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Up	and	Coming	Artists	

Eliza Schnabel 7th Grade 

Finn Hakensen 7th Grade 

Emma Worgum 8th Grade 
 

Spencer Olson 8th Grade 
 

Fun	Facts	
HOW	 ARE	 CROCODILES	 AND	 ALLIGATORS	 DIFFERENT?			
Crocodiles	 and	 alligators	 belong	 to	 a	 group	 of	 reptiles	 called	
crocodilians.	 	 Alligators	 have	 wide,	 rounded	 snouts.	 	 Crocodile	
snouts	 are	 more	 pointed.	 	 Crocodiles	 prefer	 saltwater	 habitats,	
and	alligators	prefer	freshwater.		Alligators	live	only	in	the	US	and	
China.	 	 Crocodiles	 can	 be	 found	 in	 Central	 and	 South	 America,	
Africa,	Southeast	Asia	and	Australia.		
	
THIS	MAY	SURPRISE	YOU…	Alligators	are	actually	great	climbers.		
They	will	climb	onto	a	perch	in	a	tree	to	sunbathe.	
	
BY	 THE	 NUMBERS-	 Crocodiles	 and	 alligator	 mothers	 can	 gently	 carry	 up	 to	 15	 babies	 in	 their	 mouths.		
Babies	stay	with	their	mothers	for	the	first	two	years	of	life.	
	
	

Scott Cayou 7th Grade Mia Carlton 8th Grade 
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Match each teacher with a place he/she visited this summer, and 
you might be a winner! The first ten students with correct answers will 
win a prize! Just bring this paper to Mr. Novak’s classroom.  

Your Name ________________ 

   
Mrs. Brown _____ 
 
Mr. Cicotte _____ 

 
Mr. Clark  _____ 
 
Mr. James _____ 

     
Mrs. Marble _____ 
 
Mr. Novak _____ 

 
Mrs. Sehlin _____ 
 
Mrs. Shipley _____ 

 
Mrs. Weber _____ 
 

H 
 

A 

B 

C 

D 

 E 

F 

 

MAUI 
SILVERWOOD 

COSTA RICA 

GETTYSBURG 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

LEAVENWORTH 

SEASIDE 
 

LEGOLAND 

G 

I 

DECEPTION PASS 


